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Comprehension Module Summary

 The numbered items are individual modules
 Video

 PowerPoint with Activity Guide
 Worksheets

 Articles as appropriate

Literature
 Structure of Text

1. Story mapping

 Text meaning
2. Theme

3. Characterization

Informational – Non-fiction
 Structure of Text

4. Non-fiction text structure

 Text meaning
5. Non-fiction – main idea

Non-Fiction Science and Social Studies – Text
Features

6. How to find information – table of 
contents, headings, glossary, index

7. How to use information – maps, timelines,
flow chart, tables, pictures, close ups

 Universal Comprehension Approaches
8. Building Background Knowledge

9. Vocabulary Development

Objectives

Review text types

Learn why theme is important

Explore instructional strategies

Strategies to support English Learners

Literary Text: Types (NAEP, 2009)

Fiction
 Realistic Fiction
 Historical Fiction
 Fantasy/ Science Fiction
 Traditional Literature (Myth, Legend,  Fable,  Folktale,  Tall Tale )

Literary Nonfiction
 Biography
 Autobiography

Poetry
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What is theme? Why is it important?

Theme is the story’s message or lesson

When students determine the story’s theme, they display 
comprehension of the story

 In order to determine theme, students must have prior 
knowledge of the theme
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Strategies

Activity handouts and instructions available in 
RESOURCE LIBRARY

 1. Theme Chart to teach ONE THEME (modeled in video)

 2. Theme Chart to teach VARIOUS THEMES

STORY: The Drum 

Video of practice

Select a story from A-Z Readers

Determine the Theme of the story
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Supporting English Learners

 When possible, teach theme in the student’s original language

 Teach with the student’s story
 Ask the student to tell you a story about a time he/she had to keep trying

to learn how to do something (or another theme)

 Connect the student’s story with the story you are reading

 Select a story with a simple plot

 Make sure the student has knowledge of the theme
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