Orthography
Categories of Phoneme-Grapheme Correspondences

Figure 10: Consonant Graphemes with Definitions and Examples

Grapheme Type Definition. . . - Examples
Single letters A single consonant letter can represent a conso- b, d,f, g, h,j, k|, mnprstv,wyz
nant phoneme.
Doublets A doublet uses two of the same letter to spell ff, ll, ss, zz
one consonant phoneme..
Digraphs A digraph is a two- (di-) letter combination that  th, sh, ch, w
stands for one phoneme; neither letter acts ph, ng (sing)
alone to represent the sound. gh (cough)
iy SRR
Trigraphs A trigraph is a three- (tri-) letter combination -tch

that stands for one phoneme; none of the letters -dge
acts alone to represent the sound.

Consonants in blends A blend contains two or three graphemes be- s-c-r (scrape) th-r (thrush)

cause the consonant sounds are separate and c-l (clean) f-t (sift)
identifiable. A blend is not “one sound.” I-k (milk) s-t (most)
and many more
Silent letter Silent letter combinations use two letters: one kn (knock), wr (wrestle), gn (gnarl), ps
combinations represents the phoneme, and the other is silent.  (psychology), rh (rhythm), -mb (crumb),
Most of these are from Anglo-Saxon or Greek. -k (folk), -mn (hymn), -st (listen)
Combination qu These two letters, always together, usually stand quickly

for two sounds, /k/ /w/.



Figure 1: Vowel Graphemes with Definitions and Examples
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A single vowel letter stands for a vowel sound.

| I Examplesit:: .
(short vowels) cap, hit, gem, clo
muss

(long vowels) me, no, music

A combination of two, three, or four letters (short vowels) head, hook
stands for a vowel. | (long vowels) boat, sigh, weigh
(diphthongs) toil, bout

Single letters

Vowel teams

A vowel, followed by r, works in combination car, sport, her, burn, first

Vowel-r combinations
with /r/ to make a unique vowel sound.

The vowel-consonant-silent e pattern is gate, eve, rude, hope, five

Vowel-conscnant-e (VCe)
common for spelling a long vowel sound.



