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Reminder: We discussed
+ Who is RBERN?
+ Lingo of the field
+ Role as a migrant educator
+ Parent Bill of Rights
+ Parent Hotline
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Objective
I will be able to demonstrate a knowledge of the basics of 

the English Language Learner experience, how it relates to 
my role as a migrant educator, and will be prepared to 

advocate for this subgroup of students.
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Migrant educators helping to change the narrative: Asset-
Based Approaches
+ Focus on what students CAN Do, not what they 

CAN’T
+ Let’s put language in a positive light

+ Barrier
+ Lacking language
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answergarden.ch/5143098
+ Think of one of the 

migrant students 
you work with. What 
is one gift that they 
bring to the table?



Choose our own adventure
What are your top 3 priorities in learning?

CR Part 154
ELL ID

Exiting Program
ELL Subgroups
Family Engagement
Testing

ELL Accommodations
Spanish Language
Supporting Students with Academics
Translation & Interpretation
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Identification

+ HLQ= Home Language Questionnaire

+ Interview

+ NYSITELL= New York Sate Identification Test of English Language Learners
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SIFE

+ Students with Interrupted Formal Education
+ an English Language Learner 
+ attended schools in the United States for less than 

twelve months 
+ two or more years below grade level in literacy in 

their home language and/or two or more years 
below grade level in Math due to inconsistent or 
interrupted schooling prior to arrival in the United 
States. 
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NYSITELL
+ New York State Identification Test of English Language 

Learners
+ Place students into five levels

+ Entering
+ Emerging
+ Transitioning
+ Expanding
+ Commanding
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NYSESLAT

+ New York State English as a Second Language 
Achievement Test

+ given at the end of the school year
+ Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing
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Exiting the ENL Program
+ Grades K-12: Scoring at the Commanding level on the NYSESLAT

+ Grades 3-8: Scoring at the Expanding on the NYSESLAT and 3 or above on the 
New York State ELA assessment within the same school year.

+ Grades 9-12: Scoring at the Expanding level on the NYSESLAT and 65 or above on 
the Regents Exam in English within the same school year.
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Why are student levels important?

+ Advocating for schools and teachers to make 
content accessible for students
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ELL Student Accommodations
+ State Assessments - MANDATED

+ Regional Assessments and Instruction – school policy

+ Current and Former ELLs (2 years)

▪ Time Extension

▪ Separate Location

▪ Translated Editions

▪ Bilingual Dictionaries and Glossaries

▪ Oral Translation

▪ Writing Responses in Native Language
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How can I support my 
students with their 
academics?
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Help build background knowledge
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Photo by Zainul Yasni on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@zainulyasni6118?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@zainulyasni6118?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/teacher?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Provide Vocabulary Support
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Photo by Romain Vignes on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@rvignes?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@rvignes?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/words?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Vocabulary to practice

+ cognates

+ context clues

+ Greek and Latin Word Parts
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Cognates

Words that sound similar, look similar and have 
similar meanings
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English Spanish

tiger tigre

color color

embarassed embarazada



CONTEXT CLUES

Context clues are words or hints within sentences, 
paragraphs, or passages that help us understand 

what unfamiliar words mean. 
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Math: Help Build Fluency
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Help Students find texts they want to read

+ We Need Diverse Books
+ Latinx Kid Lit Book Festival
+ Lee and Low books
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Help students build on what they already know

+ Home language supports and connections
+ Comparing the two languages that they speak
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Advocate for students with the teachers

+ Assignments and homework
+ Reducing the linguistic load
+ Making the work more level appropriate
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Translation Interpretation

+ paper or computer 
based

+ not immediate
+ translator able to check 

for spelling, word usage 
and grammar

+ letters, newsletters, 
memos

+ on the spot
+ live
+ in-person or over the 

phone
+ Parent-teacher 

conferences, meetings, 
IEP meetings
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Mandatory Good Practice

+ IEP meetings
+ official School notices
+ transportation notices
+ emergency notices
+ things that parents 

must sign

+ classroom 
communications

+ memos
+ good news
+ notices about behavior
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Engaging with families

+ Advocate for reading or storytelling in the 
home language

+ Guide families in knowing, understanding, and 
speaking up for their rights in the schools

+ Assist with navigating the special education 
process
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Traffic Light: Be ready to share
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Red: Something you will stop doing 
immediately

Yellow: Something you need to slow 
down and think about

Green: Something you learned about 
that you will put into place right away



What questions do you 
still have?
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3131

Stay up to date on everything ELL!

nbell@monroe2boces.org

https://tinyurl.com/y49zqnl3

Mid-West RBERN 
List-Serv

Photo by Brett Patzke on Unsplash

mailto:nbell@monroe2boces.org
https://tinyurl.com/y49zqnl3
https://unsplash.com/@brettpatzke?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@brettpatzke?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/teaching-journey?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

	Slide 1: Navigating ENL as the Migrant Educator Part II  Mid-West RBERN Nicole bell  
	Slide 2: Reminder: We discussed
	Slide 3: Objective
	Slide 4: Migrant educators helping to change the narrative: Asset-Based Approaches
	Slide 5: answergarden.ch/5143098
	Slide 6: Choose our own adventure What are your top 3 priorities in learning? 
	Slide 7: Identification
	Slide 8: SIFE
	Slide 9: NYSITELL
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: NYSESLAT
	Slide 13: Exiting the ENL Program
	Slide 14: Why are student levels important?
	Slide 15: ELL Student Accommodations
	Slide 16:     How can I support my students with their academics?
	Slide 17: Help build background knowledge
	Slide 18: Provide Vocabulary Support
	Slide 19: Vocabulary to practice
	Slide 20: Cognates
	Slide 21: CONTEXT CLUES
	Slide 22: Math: Help Build Fluency
	Slide 23: Help Students find texts they want to read
	Slide 24: Help students build on what they already know
	Slide 25: Advocate for students with the teachers
	Slide 26:            Translation                                Interpretation 
	Slide 27:           Mandatory                    Good Practice
	Slide 28: Engaging with families
	Slide 29: Traffic Light: Be ready to share
	Slide 30: What questions do you still have?
	Slide 31: Mid-West RBERN List-Serv

