
SUNY Oneonta Migrant 
Leadership Academy 

(SOMLA)



SOMLA
SOMLA: July 12-17th 2026
 6 day in-person program at SUNY Oneonta.

 Leadership and identity development courses and 
workshops.

 College experience- Students will stay in the dorms, use 
college classrooms with college professors, and eat in the 
dining halls. 

 Presentations about CAMP, coping mechanisms, financial 
literacy, etc.

 Field trips and fun activities such as roller skating, 
kayaking and picnic at the lake, etc. 



What can your students expect?

6 days at SUNY Oneonta – July 12-17
Outstanding instruction by a college 

professor
Workshops focused on enriching students’ life  
Personalized academic support
One-on-one work with team leaders and 

counselors 
Daily outdoor activities
Dragon Dollars
1 college credit upon completing coursework



Our Staff
• 8 Counselors- 7 of them are CAMP 

students from SUNY Oneonta
• 4 of the Counselors are previous 

SOMLA/HOLA students!
• 2 Professor from SUNY Oneonta 
• 5 ID&R Staff
• 2 Overnight Staff 
• Licensed Clinical Counselor
• Family nurse practitioner for a 

portion of the day



What are we expecting from your 
students?

6-day commitment 
Commitment to education
Commitment to participate in all required 

activities
Completion of all assigned 

coursework/homework
Opportunity to enjoy summer- although 

learning comes first



Student Recruitment
 April and May- prime time to recruit. 
Start talking to your students ASAP!
 Applications are due June 5th- We will 
cover where to access forms, and what 
you, your student, and your student’s 
parent/guardian need to do. 
 Don’t limit yourself- we will accept up 
to 30 applications. If you have a 
student, submit the application!
Please prioritize students that have 
not attended SOMLA before!



Recruitment “Elevator Pitch” Suggestions
  This is a scholarship and you have been selected. Opportunities 

like this do not come every day!
The program is completely free and safe to attend.
1 College Credit
Real college experience (opportunity to try it out and see if it’s for 

you!)
May open the door for future career opportunities – letters of 

recommendation, connect with professionals, etc. 
Your future self will thank you for investing in yourself for these 6 

days.
Friendships, leadership, skill building.
You are choosing them for a reason, tell them why you think they 

are a great candidate 



Who is a Candidate to Attend 
SOMLA?

Current migrant eligible students or Continuation of 
Service students. 

Rising 11th-12th graders. Invite your 10th and 11th 
graders. 

Responsible and self-motivated.

 If 10th grade student- good academic standing

  Available to commit to the schedule- 6 days at 
SUNY Oneonta.

This program may be challenging for very beginner 
English Language Learners (ELLs), but we will 
support all students and their needs. 



How will we be supporting individual learning needs?
  Interpretation/translation will be provided. 
 If your student has an IEP or any specific learning need(s) listed on 

their application, we will do everything we can to provide 
individualized support to that student. Providing a copy of  the IEP will 
help us create the best possible support plan for your student!



Paperwork Paperwork: to METS in March
• Document checklist 

for staff
• SOMLA flyer
• Letter to student
• Letter to 

parents/guardians
• What to bring and Not 

to bring

By June 5th, you can upload the forms using the link provided 
on the Document checklist for staff

• SOMLA Application
• SUNY Oneonta application
• SOMLA agreement
• Parent Medical consent

• Prescription and over-
the-counter medication 
consent form

• Parent Permission and 
Release

• Official Transcripts



Things to Consider

Paperwork Reminders: 
• Check the name of the 

students- official names 
required.

• All forms should have 
consistent data (example: 
current address.)



Things to ConsiderOfficial Transcripts
1. Give the Transcript letter to the guidance counselor along 

with the SOMLA flier. Ask them if they have any questions 
and when you can expect they will be able to upload the 
transcript.

2. If you do this in person, please also let the guidance 
counselor know that you will send the letter via email and 
copy Odilia/Jocie for follow-up purposes

3. Jocie will do a follow-up email with the school counselor
4. We will ask the guidance counselors to upload the transcript 

between the last day of school and July 2, 2026



Things to Consider

Official Transcripts
5. We will ask school counselors to upload the transcript  via 
Citrix to Jocie or Odilia by July 2, 2026
*Need to verify if student completed 10th grade

https://nysmep.sharefile.com/share/getinfo/r4137793baed14bb8b62a04ad5f92924a


Things to Consider

•  You can submit all other forms 
via Citrix as soon as possible.

• If you are having issues with a 
school, call Odilia.



Transcript 
Letter



SOMLA Application 
•  Before submitting the applications, please review the information, 

especially:
• Emergency contacts
• Educational concerns
• Health concerns 



SOMLA Application 

Prescription and 
Over-the 
Counter 
Medication



SUNY Oneonta Application

• Official names and current address
• For U.S. citizen question, choose Yes or No. 
• If they do not hold a visa, no further action is required.
• Make sure parents sign and date the application before submission.



METS Staff
• Identify student candidates.
• Introduce program to students.
• Help students complete 

application process.
• Communicate student needs to 

Emily/Odilia.
• Keep students in the loop about 

new information or updates.
• Help students understand what 

to pack.
• Facilitate transcript requests.
• Coordinate transportation plan.

ID&R
  Respond to student/parent or staff 

questions about SOMLA.
Communicate new information or 

updates to Directors/METS staff.
Communicate about student 

paperwork needs/concerns.
Follow up on transcript requests.
Call applicants and parents 

(separately) to introduce program 
and answer questions.
Make preparations for specific 

student needs.

Working Together to Get Students to SOMLA



Need-to-Know Reminders:
  July 12-17, 2026 In-person on the SUNY 

Oneonta campus. 

  Residential program for rising 11th and 12th 
graders

  METS tutors- talk to all of the 10th and 11th 
graders on your caseload

  Application Deadline: June 5th 

  Official Transcript Deadline: July 2nd 

We will find a way to support individual learning 
needs- just let us know what your student needs!

We can support with transportation if necessary. 



Questions?
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